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Concept Note 

 

Background 

In the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, adopted in July 2015, the United Nations Member States 

committed to “adopt science, technology and innovation strategies as integral elements of 

our national sustainable development strategies” (para 119). The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, unanimously adopted by developing and developed countries, 

reaffirmed STI as key means of implementation and launched the Technology Facilitation 

Mechanism (TFM) to support the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The TFM is 

composed of the collaborative Multi-Stakeholder Forum on STI for the SDGs (STI Forum), 

Online Platform, and the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Team on STI for the SDGs (IATT-

STI) together with a group of 10 high-level representatives from civil society, the private 

sector and the scientific community (10-Member Group).   

 

STI roadmaps and action plans to help realise the SDGs have been among the central topics 

through the first three STI Forums. In the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, Member States had 

committed to “adopt science, technology and innovation strategies as integral elements of 

our national sustainable development strategies” (para 119). The STI Forum in 2017 

highlighted that “4 the STI roadmaps and action plans are needed at the subnational, 

national and global levels, and should include measures for tracking progress. These 

roadmaps incorporate processes that require feedback loops, evaluate what is working and 

not working, and produce continual revisions that create a real learning environment.” STI 

Forum in 2018 concluded that “the work of the inter-agency task team subgroup on science, 

technology and innovation for Sustainable Development Goal road maps and action plans is 

encouraged, to support the development of multi-stakeholder science, technology and 

innovation action plans for implementing the Goals. International support, Member State 

engagement and partnerships with civil society and the private sector will be needed to 

develop capacities and to formulate science, technology and innovation for Sustainable 

Development Goal road maps at the national and subnational levels and to fill the critical 



 

 

 

gaps in data, finance and effective implementation.” 

 

With the purpose of producing action-oriented outcomes toward the STI Forums, the UN-

IATT-STI established a sub-working group dedicated to supporting the discussions and 

initiatives on STI roadmaps. Correspondingly, the Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on STI 

roadmaps has been launched and led by the United Nations IATT-STI, with participants 

coming from both the members of the IATT-STI and the 10-Member Group, as well as the 

experts and/or practitioners of the member states. By now, four international Expert Group 

Meetings (EGMs) have been scheduled, with the 1st and 2nd EGMs successfully concluded. 

Two additional global Expert Group Meetings (EGMs), by drawing upon the fruits of the 1st 

and 2nd EGMs aim to be: 

• 3rd EGM in Brussels, co-hosted by EU/JRC and G-STIC, in November, 2018 

• 4th EGM in Africa or Asia (host to be determined), in February 2019 

 

The near-term primary focus of the EGMs is to exchange views on a common guidance, 

principles and possible frameworks/ methodologies for the country and international level STI 

roadmaps. These works will be inputs to the preparation of Guidebook on Development of 

Science, Technology and Innovation roadmaps. Once completed, it can be updated at four-

year intervals – aligning with the cycle of the HLPF to institute feedback loops and measures 

for progress-tracking. 

 

Building upon the fruitful results of discussions from 1st and 2nd EGMs in New York (USA) 

and Tokyo (Japan), the 3rd EGM on STI roadmaps for SDGs will be held in November in 

Brussels (Belgium). The primary goals for the 3rd EGM are two-folds: i) to continue 

discussions on country level STI roadmaps by sharing and exchanging experiences and 

informing on pilot design and implementation of STI roadmaps by national authorities; and ii) 

initiate discussions on international STI roadmaps by identifying focus areas for further 

substantiation across multiple actors as owners of such international roadmaps, with 

emphasis on frontier technologies. This EGM will also provide a first in-person discussion on 

preparation for a guidebook for the STI roadmaps through consultations, information 

exchange and knowledge sharing among stakeholders, for the purpose of a more effective 

and efficient implementation of 2018 IATT-STI Workplan on STI Roadmaps. 

 

Objective  

The overarching objective of the Expert Group Meetings (EGM) on STI roadmaps is to 



 

 

 

cultivate peer-learning environment, strengthen the capacities and shape 

consensus/partnerships among member states and the UN System on STI roadmaps, action 

plans, and strategies. With this in mind, the 3rd EGM in November in Brussels will be held as 

(1) a kicking-off event for the preparation of the guidebook for the STI Roadmaps; (2) a 

preparatory event for the 2019 STI Forum that facilitate discussions and learnings on the 

concepts and methodologies for STI Roadmaps; (3) a session that informs an ambitious, yet 

pragmatic, global initiative to promote STI Roadmaps at scale by 2019 STI forum and HLPF.  

The topics of the November EGM may include: 

• collection of preparatory inputs for, and refinement of the proposed outline of, the 

Guidebook on Development of Science, Technology and Innovation roadmaps. 

• at the country level, to continue searching, identifying and promoting select champion 

practices among member states to showcase their national STI for the SDGs 

roadmaps. 

• at the international level, to exchange information and knowledge on the International 

STI for SDGs Roadmaps by donor / multilateral agencies; Goals/Targets-specific 

“deep dive” roadmaps; and with emphasis on research and development status of 

frontier technologies, such as Artificial Intelligence, biotech and Blockchain, etc. 

• to raise awareness of the STI community and policymakers on the importance of the 

STI roadmaps for all SDGs (exploiting synergies with G-STIC conference). 

• to coordinate the existing approaches and methodologies and establish partnerships 

that strengthen the capacities of stakeholders for the scaling-up initiatives relating to 

the STI roadmaps for the implementation of sustainable development. 

• to identify pragmatic entry points for countries that help formulate or strengthen 

national STI strategies/policy frameworks in line with the SDGs. 

Structure 

Aware of the main objectives of the event, the November EGM will be centered around 

substantiation of national and international roadmaps owned by respective championing 

countries / agencies, and informing the drafting process of the Guidebook on Development 

of Science, Technology and Innovation roadmaps. Accordingly, this two-day meeting may be 

structured into four sections, for the purpose of composing the skeleton and content of the 

guidebook:  

• The first section of the meeting will be the opening session, background of 

deliberations so far, and introduction of the Guidebook on Development of Science, 

Technology and Innovation Roadmaps 

• The second section of the meeting focuses on the STI roadmaps at the country level. 



 

 

 

Potential points for discussion include related concepts, mandates, and positioning 

of STI roadmaps; comparison of existing methodologies and practices and country 

case studies and pilot experiences. 

• The third section of the meeting emphasizes international STI roadmaps. Potential 

points for discussion include the links between STI and official development 

assistance (ODA), the implication to FDI/technology transfers and Donor/Agencies 

Complementarities; harnessing Frontier Technologies; sectoral examples of deep 

dive analysis and goal-/target-specific roadmaps; international facilitation and 

cooperation and key events, etc. 

• The fourth section of the meeting will act as the concluding session of the 3rd EGM. 

Potential points for discussion include: Further elevating the ownership and 

championship of the STI roadmaps; using methodology flexibly; and key Elements 

for Development of STI Roadmaps. 

 

The EGM will be organized by United Nations IATT-STI, in its efforts for STI Roadmaps for 

the SDGs co-led by the World Bank, UN DESA, UNCTAD and UNESCO, in collaboration 

with Government of Japan, co-hosted by EU/JRC and G-STIC, at the sideline of the G-STIC 

Conference, November 28-30. Explicit interaction points will be designed into G-STIC 

program, for the EGM participants to brief on (and report back from) the state of deliberation 

on STI roadmaps, to the broader G-STIC participants, to seek thematic complementarities 

and networking synergies. 

 

Expected outcome 

The outcomes of the November EGM are advanced state of national and international STI 

roadmaps, and a refined version of the annotative outline of the Guidebook on Development 

of Science, Technology and Innovation roadmaps.  

 

 

Participation 

Expert level and/or Practitioner level from the Member States with ongoing, planned or 

envisaged pilot implementation of national STI roadmaps, including the science attaché in 

Brussels, Members from IATT-STI and the 10-Member Group, and experts / partners in 

substantiating international STI roadmaps are expected to attend the meeting.  

 



 

 

 

Date and Venue 

• The 3rd EGM will be jointly hosted by EU/JRC and G-STIC and scheduled as a two-

day program. 

• The meeting will be held at Brussels, Belgium, from 27 to 29 Nov. 2018. 

 


